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MR. FEILER: Today's date is October 9, 


2001. The time now is 714 hours a.m. This is 


Lieutenant Monte Feiler with th 


Fire Department 


of the City of New York. I'm conducting an 


interview with the following individual. 


Q. Please state your name, rank and command? 
A. Felipe Torre, EMT, Battalion 50. 
Q. At Battalion 50, New York City Fire 


Department, EMS command, regarding the events of 


September 11, 2001. 


EMT Torre, if you can just 


begin and give me 


a scenario of where you were during the time frame of 


September 11 in the morning. 


A. That morning I started to do a second tour of 


overtime. We were coming out of New 
Queens. We had just taken a patient 
redeployed to the World Trade Center 


the dispatcher an update when we got 


York Hospital 
there and we were 
incident. We gave 


there and we made 


it to Broadway and Murray Street and 


that is as far as 


you could go, because we were stopped by numerous 


police personnel and civilians because a lot of people 


that were hurt and needed assistance. 


We radioed in 


and I notified the dispatcher, the Citywide dispatcher, 


that we were not able to make it to the staging area. 
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My partner and I, we got out, took our 


equipment, and you know, we separated. He attended to 


some patients and I attended to another. In the 


process of helping other people, over the radio we also 


heard that the second tower was hit. A lot of 


pandemonium, a lot of people were really scared. So 
was I. We were trying to help as much and control as 


much people as we can. 


Then the first -- one of the towers fell 
down. 
Q. Did you see that? 
A. Yes. We were trying to help a couple of 


people into the ambulance and we got caught up in all 


that debris, you know. 


Q. Did you at any point go into any of the 
buildings? 
A. I was tending to some people at the CitiBank 


on Broadway and Murray. 


Q. They were being brought to you? 


A. They, the police stopped us. I think a 


couple of bank managers also were out and they hailed 


us. I believe I was helping some young lady that was 


cut, I believe it was on the leg. She was bleeding, 


then there was other people that were complaining of 
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chest pain and they had respiratory distress and we 


were trying to see if we could get some other units to 


help us. 
Q. Were you parked on Broadway southbound? 
A. Yes. 
Q. North of Murray? 
A. Yes, and -- 
Q. You were flagged for injured people, you 


never actually got to whatever staging area you were 
told to go to? 

A. Right. We never made it there. All hell 
broke loose, because it came over my radio, people 
yelling to get out, they were bombing New York. So we 
never really finished providing care for these people, 
because they all panicked and they all stampede out. 


We followed out, because everybody was wanting to get 


= 


out. [The walls shook and then we felt it when a 


rumbling and some people were yelling earthquake. 


Q. Was your partner with you the whole time? 


A. We separated because there was so many people 


that wanted help. People, when we got to Manhattan, 


there was people already on their way out and people 


had fallen, people had shortness of breath, so he went 


one way and I went another. When the tower did fall, I 
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didn't know where he was. He didn't know where I was. 


I personally got caught up in that big cloud of debris 


and the only thing I could think of was getting to the 
ambulance, which was parked. We had parked it, we left 
it right there. I know that we got caught up with a 
couple of the police officers and couple of civilians 
and all I can think of was just putting them in there 


and just easing the ambulance out and that's how we got 


out. 

Q. You drove of it out? 

A. We drove out of it yes, and we were advised 
Co: 

Q. You found your partner, your partner came 


back out? 
A. Yes, he came back out. We also helped out 


Captain Olszewski, she, she came out of that rubble. 


We were all covered in that dust, but she was, I guess 


she was we were all choking, but she was really bad 
and I got her into the ambulance. I was trying to get 
as many people out and she had I guess stepped out, 


because I didn't know where she had went. 


Q. What was your unit number that day? 
A. I was 50 Adam. 


Q. Who was your partner that day? 
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A. David Cira. 

QO. David? 

A. C-I-R-A. 

Q. Were you told a specific stagi 
to over the radio? 

A. Yes, they -- but they had chan 
believe it was Vesey and West. I know i 


Street, Vesey and I think the West Side 


ng area to go 


ged it. I 
t was Vesey 


Highway, as far 


there. 


there, 


hit I guess. 


as I can remember, but we never made it 
Q. Where did you say you were? 
A. We were at Broadway and Murray. 
Q. You were a few blocks away? 
A. Right. 
Q. What time do you think you got 
approximately? 
A. It was before the second plane 
Q. I guess 9:15. Anywhere around 


A. We got there before the second 


plane hit, so 


we got there after the first plane. Everybody was 


speculating that it was a possibility that it was a 


news helicopter that had lost control and slammed into 


the tower. 


Q. Where did you get that information from? 


A. It came through the KDT. It was something 
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about an aircraft that I believe that I read, that it 


was a possibility that lost control. 
Q. You were on the scene for how long would you 


say before the second plane hit approximately? 


A. It seems like it happened so fast, but we 
were there when the second plane hit and we were there 
when the first tower collapsed. So I don't know, I 


guess you could say, what, 40 minutes. 
Q. You said at some point you had some civilians 


on board when you left that Broadway and Murray 


location? 
A. Yes, we never left, we, my partner and I, we 
separated. He went and helped out some people. I was 


helping out some people and the second plane hit and of 
course over my radio there was just a lot of people 
were yelling and they were talking about terrorists and 
they were talking about bombing, so everybody heard it 


and everybody panicked. It seemed like we were right 


there because the whole building shook and then the 


ambulance was right parked at the street. 


Q. Did you see any other apparatus go by, fire 


engines or EMS units? 
vA Yes, yes, I believe there was a Booth, a New 


York Hospital Queens unit. There was like two other 
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units, but we all went separate ways because there wer 
so many people that needed help. Then I guess, I don't 


know which tower fell down, but that caught us. All of 


a sudden, bright sunny day became pitch dark and we 


were all choking and we couldn't see and all I remember 
was get to the ambulance. I think I took about 6 


police officers that they also were caught up in there 


and I just told them get in the ambulance. I think I 
took like 2 or 3 civilians. I had no idea. 

I was afraid also because some of the people 
said look, there is a guy from EMS that is laying on 
the floor. They had told me. I said I didn't know if 
it was my partner or not. But you couldn't see 
anything. So I didn't know where that might be. We 
couldn't see anything. What I did was I did a U turn 
and edged my way out of that location, then my partner 
showed up like a block away. I stepped to the back and 


he took us out of there. They told us whatever patient 


we get, take them out of Manhattan, so we just 


notified, we asked for a stand by at New York Hospital 


Queens. I believe it was like 6 officers, about 3 
civilians that we brought in. That was it. I came 
back. 


Q. Did you see any other EMS personnel besides 
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those going by, anyone in the street, any officers, EMS 
officers? 
A. Like I said we were helping out Captain 


Olszewski. She wasn't doing too good, but then she 


stepped out. We washed her fac 

Q. Do you know where she went? 

A. No, I, you know, I told her to stay, she 
wasn't doing too good, but came back to Queens and we 


started seeing she had walked out, so I don't know 
where she had gone. But that, I do remember that. I 
saw a lot of other people, EMS people, but I don't 
recognize them. They could have been Manhattan units. 
Everybody was doing something. 

Q. You met your partner one block away, where 
would that be? 

A. You know, we were on Murray and Broadway. I 
made a U turn, so I'm not sure if it was on Broadway 
that we were on or on Murray, but -- I don't know, I 


really couldn't tell you a precise, but thank god when 


I saw him I was relieved, becaus verybody told me 


that he was hurt. 
QO. He had patients with him at that time? 
AG No, no. Because I had the ambulance. He had 


came out and whoever we were helping, everybody was 
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just going crazy. Then after that it was trying to 
help your own selves. 

Q. And you transported to a hospital? 

A. New York Hospital, Queens, the old Booth 
Memorial. 

Q. You weren't there when the second building 
collapsed? 

A. I don't think so. I don't know which one had 


collapsed, but we were there when. 


Q. The first one came down? 

A. Yes, one of them came down. I took police 
officers from the -- the Bronx, the 49 precinct. 

Q. Did you get their names, were you ever able 


to get their names? 


A. Oh, yes, we did ACR's on them. Yes, we did 
ACR's. I'm not sure. I think it was like 6 officers 
and about 3 civilians. We tried our best. I know that 


one of them suffered, one of the civilians, an older 
lady, she suffered an MI, and I think one of the 
officers had an asthma attack. We all, they were all, 


I was trying to give everybody time on the oxygen, 


because there was two on board and the two on the 
portable bags that we had and I had like 6 cops and 3 


civilians, something like that, so we were trying to 
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help each other, as well as myself. We took them to 


the hospital and that's all I know. They told me to 


come back here. 


QO. You came back to the Battalion? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You never responded back? 

A. No, no. I never went back there. Besides, 
the ambulance wasn't fit to go back. It was just 


filled with all that dust and a lot of the people had 
either vomited or spit it all over. 

Q. When the first building collapsed, you and 
your partner were separated, you were by yourself 
tending to patients? 

A. Well, when we got there we never made it to 
the staging, because a lot of the police officers just 
flagged us down and I recall that they flagged us down 
at Broadway and Murray. We were in front of the, I 
believe it was CitiBank. The employees of the banks 
said look, we got a lot of people that are hurt. There 
was a young lady that had a laceration, I believe. I 


don't know if it was to the foot or leg. 
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That's when a 


short time later, that's when the second plane hit, so 


I never got a chance to finish trying to control 


bleeding. 
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There was also people that were complaining 


of chest pains and stuff like that. So I never gota 


chance to see all these people because once the second 
plane hit, it came over the radio that terrorists and 


bombing, so of course, everybody all panicked, got out 


and just started running and the lady with the cut, I 


don't know where she went. We all ended up outside. 


That's when one of the towers fell 


Q. Where were you at that point when the first 
tower fell? 


A. At that location, Broadway and Murray. 


Q. In the street or in the CitiBank? 
A. We had came out because we didn't know what 
was going on. First they said they were bombing New 


York. A lot of people were talking about earthquakes 


and everybody just scattered. Somebody had told me 


that my partner was hurt and then all you could see is 


that big cloud. We can hear the rumbling, you could 


hear. We just saw that cloud, we turned around and it 
all caught us. I was with the -- I can't remember her 
name, but it was a police officer, female police 
officer. 


She grabbed on to me. She got scared. I was 


scared, because we heard all that rumbling and we could 
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only imagine that parts of 


My concern was if we stay t 


the tower was falling down. 


here we were going to get 


hit. But like I said, day turned to night and all I 


could think of was get to the ambulance, because I kn 


we had oxygen there and at least we can at least inch 


our way out. But when they heard the radio, a lot of 


people just made like a Cuban chain. She clinged on to 


me and then they clinged on to her and I said look, 


had 


let's get in the ambulance, get some oxygen, w 


water. We were able to wash our faces out. 
So like I said, there was about I think 6 
officers. They brought I think about 3 civilians came 


in. As much as I could get in and I turned around and 


we inched our way out and then thank god my partner 
showed up and we notified them that we were taking them 
to the old Booth. 

O% You were working off a radio, do you remember 
what channel you were on? 

A. Citywide. 


Q. Did you always stay on that channel, were you 


initially on that channel or did you ever change to it 
and did you change any other frequency after that? 
A. 


No, afterwards they told us to stay on 


Citywid We wer 
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QO. You were initially on Queens? 
Be We were on Queens, right. We were on Queens, 


then they told us to switch to Citywide. A lot of 
people were calling for help. I was calling for help. 
We just notified them that we were going to go to the 
Queens Hospital. 

Q. Okay. Was there any persons from people that 
you can identify being on the scene, any other 
uniformed workers that you know by name, any paramedics 
or EMTs that you know that you saw while you were 
operating on the scene until you left the scene that 
you saw present there? 

A. You know, I saw a few people, but I don't 
know their names. The only one that I can recall was 
Captain Olszewski. I saw Hunter units that were also 
there. Metro Care units. 


Ox EMS officers, other than the Captain, that's 


the only one you saw? 

A. I saw other officers, but like I said I don't 
know them by name. 

Q. Were they running away from the building, 


were they running into another building? 


A. When we first got there, there were two units 


pulled up. We got there and like I said a lot of 
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people stopped us, so we never made it to the staging 
or to the triage. Then they pulled up, I believe it 
was New York Hospital Queens paramedic ambulance. They 


also tended to other people saying that they was having 


chest pains. I think Saint Vincent's Catholic Medical 
Center paramedic ambulance was also there. 
Q. But you can't identify who the individuals 


were? 


A. I can remember their faces, because they work 


here in Queens, but I don't know their names offhand. 


Q. You saw them again afterwards that same day 
or -- 

A. No, I haven't seen them recently that I 
recall. If they show me pictures or something, I bet I 


can recall them. 
Q. Okay. Any fire officers did you see that you 
know, that you would know who they are? 


A. By me, no. 


MR. FEILER: At this time I would like to ask 


the other interviewers to state their name, rank 
and command. 

MS. ROM: Lieutenant Pat Rom, from the Bureau 
of Investigations and Trials. 


MS. MAGGI: EMT Diana Maggi from 


16 
F. TORR 


| 


Investigations and Trials. 


Q. Is there anything else that you would like to 


add before we conclude the interview that you think is 


important? 


MR. FEILER: At this time we will conclude 


the interview. I want to thank you for your time 


in assisting us with this. The time now is 7:35 


a.m. This will conclude the interview. 


